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Isabel Conway goes in search of the old Texan west...
its cowboys, ( onhmahuklnd an Irish flag dispute

voice at the Fort  grabbing my bulging suitcase. 1am here in the Lone Star state
Dallas  air- Under  his  wide-brimmed to relive the excitement of spa-  in Fort Worth I aim to pick up some
port luggage belt Stetson the owner of those help- Mwedcmsntoulﬂurem fab western fashion
drawls: ‘Howdy ing hands has the look of Bobby that colossal landscape with shiny boots) fit for a rodeo queen
ma'am, can 1 help Ewing. Baby-faced little brother cowboys, pay homnam)-Alm before
you young lady’ A Ewing was the first TV soap star shnn-mdu‘l‘eunrwdsms-n
pair of tanned hands, protrud- 1 had a youthful crush on during
ing from braided cuffs is already dwselSlddmveymofDulla Aﬁer a visit to the Cowgirl
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JUMP INTO JUNE (3 NIGHT SPECIAL) SUMMER BREAKS
(Midweek) 16th/17th/18th JUNE 3 Mighes Bed Sraakdos and a Fealy Pass 0 The
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HERO: The tribute park to JFK who spent his last night alive in Fort Worth

western attractions. At L Dove P d dining arca that used  sausage he says: ‘Irish Kate was

to the races. Taking one of the most notable and suc-
pace is a good introduction to D?H.mwhopomu a bite from his ‘delicious’ local cessful ladies of the night, a high
e RS TR T prss k i i here in the

two entrance doors and a  speciality rabbit and rarth earning p in
MONTREALS MARRIAGE OF
s ; ) > 3 o ;
. to Montreal Tim Smith
il Hotel close to O1d Montreal. A
bank in the 19th Century, it's
now the sort of hotel for:

© Lennon, life gotinthe
R oy degre 14

T T e T
that pumped out rock 24 hoursa _ streets in North America, but
day. We didn’t have radio stations exactly what you get in Old
like that here back then. Montreal. 1t's a lively,

T RO pabepe d
% alx-week workex) the historyof the city.

CHOM-FM in the city as part of For a more extensive expla-
.'"'."';"'.‘"W'iﬂ.f‘“{ nation of how Montreal was

hadn't the first time around. a-Calliére, a national historic site
I stayed at the Place DA s insof the




1880s. Our records show a lot of the
soldiers and newcomers came from
Ireland”

Texan national flower) 90 miles
northwest of Fort Worth, we might
have stumbled in exhausted off

xhrd-y)-n:hwuthzwthommd
hospitality here.

A modern-day pioneer, Ann
Street Skipper created Wildcatter
(the oil term for those who take a

Sunday More

chance and drill without know- is b

ing what might be down there) a of Texas was located drawn from the history of the area. San Antonio is a 45-minute flight a 13-day siege and bloody battle

working ranch hotel resort and spa on the other side of the river. Ann's forefathers founded the south ‘Worth. Remember the back in 1836 led by Davy Crockett

overlooking the Brazos River from Each of Wildcatter's Jux- nearby town of Graham and she Alamo? Of course youdo and sodo  and James Bowie. Most of the

virgin territory. Jast Indian uqlo;cﬁhshlud{ﬁneﬂlhmc mwupondnstwiesof{mndzr more than 2.5 million visitors hardyngugof'l‘umrebehwho
remained to the bitrer end were
from Scotland and Northern
Ireland.

Dr Bruce Winders, curator of
the Alamo expliins: ‘We hung
the Ulster flag inside the church

first buildin th awork i d in the 1870s by Frederick Law ‘Montreal Biodome with its four to honour the Irish heroes but
‘brilliant Museum of m-—em Olmstead, who al hand ofthe. Ti changed it to the tricolour 17 years
M-IMM during the cold in New York's Central Park, it uqlnewﬁ:p_:-dpn- uuWedoguprotesufmmUher
thow exp i f sh ics p h untain 'hsllnnku-emt people who want their flag back.
French heritage. th the locals get lost in. that d the istand 1is sports-mad and We say we're looking into it... and T
Close by the old towniis 19th - Next the Mount Royal i n the highlight of our trip was to guess we are.’
Century Notre Dame PR The city staged the th il di k: Stay at least four or five days
amasterpiece of Gothic ® in 1976 but was almost ice hockey at the Bell Centre. in San Antonio to see the
Revival architecture. . mdb’lh‘u’.“ﬂc her thi properly. The Pearl Brewery dis-
‘Downtown, there's to do - sample ‘Poutine’ or chips trict of cosy cafés and upscale
avery different scene, gravy with curd dining is a nice detour and you
the modern face of fully paid for yet. It's cheese on top. La Banquise, a should explore by river taxi.

1 remember viv- 24-hour greasy spoon 28 The Missions of San Antonio
idly from before. Ifit's varieties. Mine had toppings of aimingfor world heritage UNESCO
shopping you want, you'll 4 and bacon. I rather status are also a must, Here, like
have no trouble finding it, liked it. | hope it isn’tanother 30 nowhere else, Texan history truly
above ground and below. ymhﬁ-elptwﬂykqnh stands still

underground city was
started in 1962 and is still

@ Isabel Conway is Ireland’s long
haul travel journalist of the year.




